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Getting Ready for the School Year 
Excerpt taken from Boys Town National Research Hospital 

 

Some parents sing with joy at the commencement of school even calling it the “Most wonderful day 
of the year”. Others face this day with a bit of anxiety, especially for those who are sending their deaf 
or hard of hearing child to their first day of an early intervention program.  
 
Below are some tips on what to expect 

 It‟s ok to feel anxious. This is very normal. It is not only a new experience for your child 
but for you as well.  

 Let the interventionist know how you are feeling. 

 Remember your child is there to learn and improve his or her skills in listening, signing 
etc.  

 You and your child will make it through the first day and begin on the exciting 
adventure of learning. 

 
How Intervention Works for you Deaf or Hard of Hearing Child 
 
 

All children learn from their environment. Babies absorb 

language, thinking skills, and social skills as 
they experience the world with their caretakers and others. Most 
children acquire these skills, especially language, effortlessly, 
because others are fluent in the language and use it all the time. 
Sometimes children are not able to acquire language easily and 
need teachers who use special methods. Children who are deaf 
or hard of hearing can usually acquire language in the same way 
as hearing children, but they need a teacher and they need 
parents who can help them access the language environment. 

Helping DHH children is often different than helping other children needing special education. Your 

infant/family specialist has special training to give you and your baby access to language. For 
example, they know about hearing aids, implants, and audiograms and they can help parents turn 
their home into a good visual and auditory environment. Infant/family specialists can recognize the 
cues our children give us about how to best communicate with them. And they can help parents meet 
deaf or hard of hearing adults, and involve these individuals in the children's development. 
Infant/family specialists understand the unique needs of deaf or hard of hearing child. They are here 

through Early Start Programs to work WITH the family to ensure that the child's language, social, and 
cognitive growth develops according to plan! 
 
 

 

 

The Baha consists of three parts: a titanium implant, an external abutment, and a sound 

processor. The system works by enhancing natural bone transmission as a pathway for 

sound to travel to the inner ear, bypassing the external auditory canal and middle ear. The 

titanium implant is placed during a short surgical procedure and over time naturally 

integrates with the skull bone. For hearing, the sound processor transmits sound vibrations 

through the external abutment to the titanium implant. The vibrating implant sets up 

vibrations within the skull and inner ear that finally stimulate the nerve fibers of the inner ear, 

allowing hearing. 

 

 

Who is a candidate for a Baha? 

Children with congenital conductive hearing loss caused by a malformation of the middle or 

external ear resulting in a missing or incomplete ear canal (external auditory canal atresia) 

are effectively managed with a Baha. For more information contact Cochlear at their 

website www.cochlearamericas.com/baha 

References: 

University of Maryland Medical Center, Center for Auditory Solutions as found at http://www.umm.edu/otolaryngology/baha.htm 

Cochlear Americas Baja Products and Services Baha Hearing Aid as found at http://products.cochlearamericas.com/baha 

 

 

 

 

http://www.umm.edu/otolaryngology/baha.htm
http://products.cochlearamericas.com/baha


 
Acronyms are 
words formed from 
the initial letters of a 
name or by 
combining initial 
letters of a series of 
words  
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Types of deafness 
(Deaf Child Worldwide:  www. http://www.deafchildworldwide.com) 

 
The main types of deafness are conductive and sensori-neural. If you are told that your child has mixed 
 deafness, it means that your child has a combination of both conductive and sensori-neural deafness. 
 
Conductive deafness or Otitis Media is the most common type. It means that sounds cannot pass efficiently through the other and 

middle ear to the cochlea and auditory nerve. This is most often caused by fluid building up in the middle ear. This condition is called 
Otitis Media with Effusion (OME) and can be referred to as 'glue ear' in some countries. Most conductive deafness is temporary but there 
is a chance that it can be permanent.  
 
Sensori-neural deafness is caused by a fault in the inner ear or auditory nerve. This is sometimes called „nerve deafness‟ but this term 

is usually not completely accurate. Most sensori-neural deafness is caused by a problem in the cochlea. Commonly, this is because the 
hair cells of the cochlea are not working properly. Sensori-neural deafness is permanent.  

 

Our world is full of acronyms. They are used in texting, in news articles and even in our schools. 
As parents of a child that is deaf or hard of hearing, you are required to learn these acronyms 
that pertain to your child‟s hearing loss, education and hearing equipment. Below is an acronym 
cheat sheet that just may help you. 
 

 

 IEP: Individual Education Plan -  a legally binding document that spells out exactly 

what special education services your child will receive and why. It will include your 
child's classification, placement, services such as a one-on-one aide and therapies, 
academic and behavioral goals, a behavior plan if needed, percentage of time in 
regular education, and progress reports from teachers and therapists. 

 IFSP: Individual Family Service Plan - The IFSP is a written plan which is the 

framework for meeting the unique needs of a child and a family. This plan is developed 
at the IFSP meeting by a team which includes the parents/guardians, the service 
coordinator or anyone who has evaluated the child. Parents may also invite other family 
members, friends, advocates, or other supportive people. 

 ASL: American Sign Language - a full, signed language with its own grammar, word 

order, and idioms. It is the primary language of many Deaf persons in the United 
States. It is associated with Deaf culture, which has customs, beliefs, and mores unique 
to itself. 

 SELPA: The Special Education Local Plan Area - coordinates with school districts 

and the County Office of Education to provide programs and services.  

 CI: Cochlear Implant - a Cochlear Implant is a device that can be surgically 

implanted into a person's cochlea to stimulate it to cause hearing. It consists of a tiny 

receiver which is placed under the skin in the bony part behind the ear. The receiver 

has a probe with several electrodes that is implanted into the cochlea. A cochlear 

implant can be useful if the hearing loss is caused by problems with the cochlea 

(usually damaged hair cells) or where the loss is caused by problems with the middle 

ear that cannot be corrected.  

 HCC: Hearing Coordinating Center - a government program that tracks and 

monitors children referred from hospitals from the New Born Hearing and Screens 

program.  
 DHH: Deaf or hard of hearing 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deafchildworldwide.com/
http://www.deafchildworldwide.info/childhood_deafness/types_of.html
http://www.deafchildworldwide.info/childhood_deafness/types_of.html
http://specialed.about.com/cs/idea/a/faq1.htm
http://www.nchearingloss.org/coch.htm?fromncshhh


 

 

 
Three research teams across the United States did an extensive research study of children ages 5 through 11 who 

are deaf or hard of hearing. The study entitled Quality of Life of DHH Children and Youth was conducted 

between the years of 2007- 2010.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                     For more information about this study: http://depts.washington.edu/projhal 

 

http://depts.washington.edu/projhal


 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Mentors 
Parent mentors are parents of children who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

From hearing aids, cochlear implants, sign language and speech, we have been  

there. Have questions? Give us a call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                               

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Family Focus Resource &  
Empowerment Center 

Barbara Matusky 

April Chauhan 

Irma Sanchez 
Cora Shahid 

18111 Nordhoff Street 
Northridge, CA 91330 

818-677-6854 Office 
Counties 

Imperial, Inyo  
Kern, Los Angeles  
Mono, Orange  
Riverside, San Bernardino  
San Diego, San Luis Obispo  
Santa Barbara, Ventura 

 

Exceptional Parents Unlimited 

Darla Schwehr 
Vicky Olea  
4440 N. First Street  
Fresno, CA 93726 

559-229-2000 x 208  
 

Counties 

Alameda, Contra Costa  
Fresno, Kings  
Madera, Mariposa  
Merced, Monterey  
San Benito, San Francisco  
San Joaquin, San Mateo  
Santa Clara, Santa Cruz  
Stanislaus, Tulare  

 

Rowell Family Empowerment 
Center 

Kat Lowrance 

Barb Ciukowski 
962 Maraglia Street  
Redding, CA 96002  
530-226-5129  

 

Counties:  

Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras  
Colusa, Del Norte, El Dorado, 
Glenn, Humboldt, Lake, Lassen 
Marin, Mendocino, Modoc, Napa 

Nevada, Placer, Plumas 
Sacramento, Shasta, Sierra 
Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma  

Sutter, Tehama, Trinity  
Tuolumne, Yolo, Yuba 


