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Toy suggestions for Children who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing  
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MOM to MOM 

When a parent finds out that their child is deaf or hard of hearing, they often do not know what to do next. Of course the professionals direct them toward the early start programs, preschools, speech therapy, medical intervention and all of that is very important. But a professional cannot share in the parents experience as another parent can.  Meeting another mom who also has a child can be very exciting. Another parent could able to answer the questions and relay their own personal experiences.  

The benefits of meeting other parents include:
· mutual support through contact with other parents of a deaf or hard of hearing child with similar condition 
· sharing information which helps in caring for their child 
· building confidence 
· offers an opportunity to help other parents of children who are deaf or hard of hearing
 “Parents who frequently met with other parents of deaf and hard of hearing children reported less isolation, stronger emotional bonds with their child and greater acceptance for the child. Parents also emphasized the benefits of giving mutual practical help in coping with everyday challenges.”( Manfred Hintermair, 2000)
Offering support to parents is what Parent Links is all about. Each mentor is a parent of a deaf or hard of hearing child. 

· Through email, phone and mail we are here to help answer the questions that parents may have about raising a child who is deaf or hard of hearing. 
· Help parents find local connections. 
· Parent Mentoring in Spanish and English

Just give us a call.
Parent Mentors 
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Deaf Parenting: Holidays Communications Tips for Families of Deaf or Hard of Hearing Children


Well, it is the busy holiday time again! It is such a wonderful time for celebrations and family at Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hanukah, and New Year’s. You are so busy. There is shopping to do; travel plans to make; relatives coming to visit; going to relatives to visit; cooking to be done; going to worship; the list just goes on and on.


Through this busy time when family celebrations are happening, it is really important to have effective communication with your deaf or hard of child and to include them in all the activities. Typically, hearing children are picking up from general conversations, phone conversations etc. what is happening and all the plans that are being made. It is very heart breaking to realize after the fact that you went to visit relatives and your deaf or hard of hearing child does not even know the names of the relatives. Some planning can ease your frustration and your child’s frustration.                                 


Here are some tips:


Try to explain to your child the family plans. You can do this by explaining to your child what the family will be doing tomorrow or on the next trip. For example, we will be going to the airport, taking a plane to New York to visit Aunt Jane, Uncle Joe and Cousin John and June. Use pictures and or sign language to explain to your child the names of new people they will meet. When your child is older and can read you can always write a simple itinerary and share it with all family members before trips.


Make the effort to interpret for your child what is being said. You can share the interpreting among various family members. An excellent place to interpret what is happening is at the dinner table.


If your child is learning sign language: You can send a sign language book or DVD to your child’s cousins before the visit so they can learn some signs. Everyone enjoys learning the signs for the various holidays. Have your child teach the relatives those signs and other signs. Make it a fun activity.


If you are visiting somewhere, make sure the TV closed caption is always on.


Excerpt taken from Deaf Parenting


November 27, 2099 www.deafparenting.com


                                                 �











Who is a candidate for a Baha?


Children with congenital conductive hearing loss caused by a malformation of the middle or external ear resulting in a missing or incomplete ear canal (external auditory canal atresia) are effectively managed with a Baha. For more information contact Cochlear at their website www.cochlearamericas.com/baha


References:


University of Maryland Medical Center, Center for Auditory Solutions as found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.umm.edu/otolaryngology/baha.htm" �http://www.umm.edu/otolaryngology/baha.htm�


Cochlear Americas Baja Products and Services Baha Hearing Aid as found at � HYPERLINK "http://products.cochlearamericas.com/baha" �http://products.cochlearamericas.com/baha�











Sign Language Video


A fun and way for children to learn American Sign Language through song and stories.


For ages birth and up. 


Average price $14.00





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.google.com/url?source=imglanding&ct=img&q=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-2Ux5D9_FKuM/Tj4BA5yWQXI/AAAAAAAABjw/wQOkgquF9Lw/s400/SigningTime-TheZooTrain.jpg&sa=X&ei=Bd7KTtusGafZiQKZrqz8Cw&ved=0CAsQ8wc&usg=AFQjCNEEUGURm3HCcAfWHU79_KJNym9IUg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� 





Toy Wireless Microphone by ELC


Have a blast performing on your own stage with the Toy Wireless Microphone! The Toy Wireless Microphone, Ages 3 and up. Comes in Orange or Pink


Average price 30.97


Found at educational Toys planet.com


Average price $ 31.00





Color Play Drum


Tap into learning fun with the Color Play Drum. As children play along to classical, marching or salsa beats, they'll learn about colors, counting and opposites in both English and Spanish. Parents can connect to the online LeapFrog Learning Path for customized learning insights and ideas to expand the learning. Manufacturer's Suggested Age: 6-12 Months 


Average price $16.00 Can be found at Target











Enesco My Family 9# Photo Album


Photo holders are made with special thick plastic to help protect your special memories


For ages 6 months to 2 years


Perfect photo album for your baby


Average price $20.00 Can be found on Amazon.com








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41-Gr4tRu-L._SL500_AA300_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://Img2.targetimg2.com/wcsstore/TargetSAS/img/p/12/22/12228796_265x265_pad.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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Mini Rib-it-Ball


Babies give the Mini Rib-it Ball™ two thumbs-up for its many fun features. They can grab onto the ribs and hear a satisfying crackly sound, shake it for a gentle chiming sound, chomp on the ring for teething relief and pull on the string for a soothing whirring vibration. The nylon fabric is cool and bright, and the ribs are soft and gentle, perfect for little hands to grasp.


Found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.playability.com" �www.playability.com�


Average price $21.00





Pixiekids Toy Shop, helmed by a speech language pathologist who has used the therapeutic power of pretend play in her practice, brings the world of make believe to your house with toys constructed of eco-felt, made from recycled plastic bottles. These pieces, all of which are hand-stitched and reinforced for longer, safer playing time include an adorable tea set and a complete 25-piece grocery set with fruits and veggies, cupcake mix, flour, and a steak (a veg-friendly version swaps out the steak for a peelable banana!. 


Found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.etsy.com" �www.etsy.com� 


Price vary
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“Two little eyes


Discovering what's new


Two little hands


Touching everything in view


A mischievous smile


And a whimpering cry


Two little feet


Jumping on the floor


A toddler's mission


is to explore”


Author Unknown





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.google.com/url?source=imglanding&ct=img&q=http://images.dexknows.com/cms/images/13629-two-women-robes-day-spa.jpg&sa=X&ei=H9LKTrHEMeKYiAKk_NjWCw&ved=0CAsQ8wc4Zw&usg=AFQjCNFWwLCeDFpyv5poIrCGTN-GzyGSxQ" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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Family Focus Resource & 


Empowerment Center


Barbara Matusky


April Chauhan


Irma Sanchez


Cora Shahid


18111 Nordhoff Street


Northridge, CA 91330


818-677-6854 Office


Counties


Imperial, Inyo 


Kern, Los Angeles 


Mono, Orange 


Riverside, San Bernardino 


San Diego, San Luis Obispo 


Santa Barbara, Ventura








Exceptional Parents Unlimited


Darla Schwehr


Vicky Olea 


4440 N. First Street 


Fresno, CA 93726


559-229-2000 x 208 





Counties


Alameda, Contra Costa 


Fresno, Kings 


Madera, Mariposa 


Merced, Monterey 


San Benito, San Francisco 


San Joaquin, San Mateo 


Santa Clara, Santa Cruz 


Stanislaus, Tulare





Rowell Family Empowerment Center


Kat Lowrance


Barb Ciukowski


962 Maraglia Street 


Redding, CA 96002 


530-226-5129 





Counties: 


Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras 


Colusa, Del Norte, El Dorado, Glenn, Humboldt, Lake, Lassen Marin, Mendocino, Modoc, Napa Nevada, Placer, Plumas Sacramento, Shasta, Sierra Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma 


Sutter, Tehama, Trinity 


Tuolumne, Yolo, Yuba








